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›p Lawrence Buell combines intellectual history and critical explication,
giving equal attention to general trends and to particular works and
individuals. His chapters on conversation, religious discourse, catalog
rhetoric, and literary travelogue treat intensively topics that have been
relatively neglected. His analyses of Ellery Channing's poetry and the
use of persona in Emerson and Very are also innovative. In the final
section, he offers the first systematic account of the autobiographical
tradition in transcendentalist writing.›pp›
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