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These original essays are planned to provide a coherent basis for an
understanding of women's social and historical situation. This achieved
by outlining the foundation of a systematic approach to an analysis of
women's relationship to modes of production and reproduction within a
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materialist framework. The essays, each with a brief editorial
introduction, deal with issues and perspectives brought increasingly to
the fore in recent years, not only in the women's movement but in the
social sciences generally. The articles are wide-ranging, covering such
issues as patriarchy, paid and unpaid
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"The Chief Black Eunuch, appointed personally by the Sultan, had both
the ear of the leader of a vast Islamic Empire and held power over a
network of spies and informers, including eunuchs and slaves
throughout Constantinople and beyond. The story of these remarkable
individuals, who rose from difficult beginnings to become amongst the
most powerful people in the Ottoman Empire, is rarely told. George
Junne places their stories in the context of the wider history of African
slavery, and places them at the centre of Ottoman history. The Black
Eunuchs of the Ottoman Empire marks a new direction in the study of
courtly politics and power in Constantinople."--Bloomsbury Publishing.


