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Comparing Judaism and Christianity: an academic autobiography --
part I. Early Judaism and the Jewish law. The origin of the phrase
"common Judaism"” -- Covenantal nomism revisited -- The Dead Sea
sect and other Jews: commonalities, overlaps, and differences --
Common Judaism and the synagogue in the first century -- part Il.

Paul, Judaism, and Paulinism. The covenant as a soteriological category
and the nature of salvation in Palestinian and Hellenistic Judaism --
God gave the law to condem: providence in Paul and Josephus --
Literary dependence in Colossians -- Was Paul a prooftexter?: the case
of Galatians 3 -- Did Paul break with Judaism? -- Did Paul's theology
develop? -- Paul's Jewishness -- Jewish association with Gentiles and
Galatians 2:11-14 -- part lll. Inner and outer in the study of religion.

"By their fruits you shall know them": inner governs outer -- Wolves in
sheep's clothing: hypocrisy and sincerity -- Tithing mint, dill, and

cumin; triviality and rituals -- Defenses against charges of hypocrisy
and triviality -- Faith and works in ancient Judaism -- Faith and works

in early Christianity -- Insider and outsider in ancient Judaism --

Insider and outsider in early Christianity -- Christianity, Judaism, and
humanism.

Few scholars have so shaped the contemporary debate on the relation



of early Christianity to early Judaism as E. P. Sanders, and no one has
produced a clearer or more distinctive vision of that relationship” as it
was expressed in the figures of Jesus of Nazareth and Paul the apostle.
Gathered for the first time within one cover, here Sanders presents
formative essays that show the structure of his approach and the
insights it produces into Paul's relationship to Judaism and the Jewish
law. Sanders addresses matters of definition ("common Judaism,"
"covenantal nomism"), diversity (the Judaism of the Dead Sea Scrolls
and the Diaspora), and key exegetical and historical questions relative
to Jesus, Paul, and Christian origins in relationship to early Judaism.
These essays show a leading scholar at his most erudite as he carries
forward and elaborates many of the insights that have become
touchstones in New Testament interpretation.



