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In late classical and early medieval China, ascetics strove to become
transcendents--deathless beings with supernormal powers.
Practitioners developed dietetic, alchemical, meditative, gymnastic,
sexual, and medicinal disciplines (some of which are still practiced
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today) to perfect themselves and thus transcend death. Narratives of
their achievements circulated widely. Ge Hong (283-343 C.E..) collected
and preserved many of their stories in his Traditions of Divine
Transcendents, affording us a window onto this extraordinary response
to human mortality. Robert Ford Company's groundbreaking and
carefully researched text offers the first complete, critical translation
and commentary for this important Chinese religious work, at the same
time establishing a method for reconstructing lost texts from medieval
China. Clear, exacting, and annotated, the translation comprises over a
hundred lively, engaging narratives of individuals deemed to have
fought death and won. Additionally, To Live as Long as Heaven and
Earth systematically introduces the Chinese quest for transcendence,
illuminating a poorly understood tradition that was an important source
of Daoist religion and a major social, cultural, and religious
phenomenon in its own right.
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Ronald Fisher needed to develop elaborate models of genetic effects in
order to set the foundations of Quantitative Genetics in his 1918 paper



“The correlation between relatives on the supposition of Mendelian
inheritance”. Since then, many significant implementations have been
made to model genetic effects. However, at the verge of one century
after Fisher’s kick-off, models of genetic effects keep on being
discussed and implemented. Indeed, the relatively recent advent of QTL
analyses challenged the state of the art of this field by providing
researchers the opportunity to obtain and analyse estimates of genetic
effects from real data. In this context, the development of this field was
not exempt of some polemics, like the debate about the convenience of
the functional and the statistical epistasis approaches. This research
topic is meant to provide recent developments in models of genetic
effects and to enrich the discussion about how and why models of
genetic effects must be further developed and applied.



