
UNINA99101360080033211. Record Nr.

Titolo Duncan Sandys and British Nuclear Policy-Making / / by Lewis Betts

Pubbl/distr/stampa London : , : Palgrave Macmillan UK : , : Imprint : Palgrave Macmillan, ,
2016

ISBN 1-137-58547-1

Descrizione fisica 1 online resource (VII, 257 p.)

Disciplina 941

Soggetti Great Britain—History
World politics
Great Britain—Politics and government
Military history
Politics and war
History of Britain and Ireland
Political History
British Politics
History of Military
Military and Defence Studies
History
Great Britain
Grossbritannien

Lingua di pubblicazione Inglese

Formato

Edizione [1st ed. 2016.]

Livello bibliografico

Nota di bibliografia

Nota di contenuto

Includes bibliographical references and index.

Sommario/riassunto

1. Introduction -- 2. The Intellectual Foundations of Sandys' Belief
System -- 3. The Ministry of Supply and the Radical Review, 1953-54
-- 4. The 1957 Defence White Paper -- 5. The Struggle Over the
Nuclear Delivery System, 1957-1960 -- 6. Blue Streak -- 7.
Conclusion.
This book offers new perspectives on British nuclear policy-making at
the height of the Cold War, arguing that the decisions taken by the
British government during the 1950s and 1960s in pursuit of its
nuclear ambitions cannot be properly understood without close
reference to Duncan Sandys, and in particular the policy preferences
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that emerged from his experiences of the Second World War and his
efforts leading Britain's campaign against the V-1 and V-2. Immersing
himself in this campaign against unmanned weaponry, Sandys came to
see ballistic missiles as the only guarantor of nuclear credibility in the
post-war world, placing them at the centre of his strategic thinking and
developing a sincerely-held and logically-consistent belief system
which he carried with him through a succession of ministerial roles,
allowing him to exert a previously undocumented level of influence on
the nature of Britain's nuclear capabilities and its approach to the Cold
War. This book shows the profound influence Sandys' personal belief
system had on Britain's attempts to acquire a credible nuclear
deterrent.


