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What makes a good city? This question has long preoccupied groups
interested and involved in the making and remaking of city spaces. In
The Moral Economy of Cities, Evelyn S. Ruppert contends that the vision
of the 'good city' embraced by professionals in the business of city
making recognizes the interests of a dominant public, namely middle
class consumers, office workers, tourists, and families. This vision
stigmatizes certain members of the public like street youth,
panhandlers, discount- and low-income shoppers, and the language
used to extol the virtues of the good city inherently moralizes social
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conduct in the city.Using the redevelopment of the Yonge-Dundas
intersection in downtown Toronto in the mid-1990s as a case study,
Ruppert examines the language of planners, urban designers,
architects, and marketing analysts to reveal the extent to which
moralization legitimizes these professions in the public eye and
buttresses the very projects they produce. Ruppert's conclusion that
economic practices are not free from moral investment encourages the
considerable task of re-examining the implications of city planning and
development worldwide. The Moral Economy of Cities is mandatory
reading for urban studies scholars and practitioners, and their critics.
Disclaimer: Images removed at the request of the rights holder
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Moving and uplifting, this compilation of mostly short poems conveys
the author's personal battle with breast cancer, from the initial
mammogram through biopsy, several operations, radiotherapy
treatment, and recovery. The poems express the reality of balancing a
challenging, life-threatening disease with one's daily routine,
proposing small distractions and coping mechanisms while charting the
passage of time by procedures done, books read, appointments made,
food cooked, and dreams dreamed.
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Note generali The individual (as the name for that which is dispersed in the
environment of the problem of the subject) is socially determined in its
realization: the individual is formed (socialized, disciplined,
subjectivized) – and must also, either parallel to or against this, form
itself, self-direct its own individuation and authentication. Joachim
Renn's study shows how `self-realization' as `differentiation' can be
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the basic figure of a pragmatic sociology of the `subjective' in society.
The central theoretical problem then becomes the relationship between
general forms of the genesis of subjective self-relations and the socio-
historical variation of interlocking and diffusion of subject formats and
subjective `self-relations'.
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Die Person (als Name für Zerstreutes im Umfeld des Subjektproblems)
wird sozial zur Entfaltung bestimmt: Sie wird geformt (sozialisiert,
diszipliniert, subjektiviert) – und muss sich zudem, parallel oder
widerständig zur Formung, »selbst« entfalten, eigensteuern,
individuieren, authentifizieren.Joachim Renns Studien zeigen: »
Selbstentfaltung« als »Ausdifferenzierung« kann die Grundfigur einer
pragmatistischen Soziologie des »Subjektiven« in der Gesellschaft sein.
Das zentrale theoretische Problem ist dann das Verhältnis zwischen
allgemeinen Formen der Genese subjektiver Selbstverhältnisse und der
historisch-gesellschaftlichen Varianz des Ineinandergreifens und
Auseinandertretens von Subjektformaten und subjektivem »
Selbstbezug«.
»Ambitioniert, voraussetzungsvoll und herausfordernd – sprachlich,
theoretisch und auch politisch.«
Besprochen in:ZPID PSYNDEX 2016


