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This book explores the secrets of the extraordinary editorial success of
Jacobus Acontius' Satan's Stratagems, an important book that intrigued
readers and outraged religious authorities across Europe. Despite
condemnation by the Catholic Church, the work, first published in Basel
in 1565, was a resounding success. For the next century it was
republished dozens of times in different historical context, from France
to Holland to England. The work sowed the idea that religious
persecution and coercion are stratagems made up by the devil to
destroy the kingdom of God. Acontius' work prepared the ground for
religious toleration amid seemingly unending religious conflicts. In
Revolutionary England it was propagated by latitudinarians and
independents, but also harshly censored by Presbyterians as a
dangerous Socinian book. Giorgio Caravale casts new light on the
reasons why both Catholics and Protestants welcomed this work as one
of the most threatening attacks to their religious power. This book is

an invaluable resource for anyone interested in the history of toleration,
in the Reformation and Counter-Reformation across Europe. .
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itself, self-direct its own individuation and authentication. Joachim
Renn's study shows how “self-realization' as “differentiation' can be
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the basic figure of a pragmatic sociology of the “subjective' in society.
The central theoretical problem then becomes the relationship between
general forms of the genesis of subjective self-relations and the socio-
historical variation of interlocking and diffusion of subject formats and
subjective “self-relations'.

Includes bibliographical references at the end of each chapters.

Frontmatter 1 Inhalt 5 Vorwort: Selbstentfaltung -
subjekttheoretische Aspekte einer soziologischen Theorie multipler
Differenzierung 9 1. Ambivalente Subjekttheorie 15 2. Diskurs -
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Perspektivenubernahme 63 4. Paradoxe Intersubjektivitat 87 5.
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das Bewusstsein am Diskurs beteiligt? 209 8. Die Ubersetzung der
Person 243 Drucknachweise 291 Backmatter 293

Die Person (als Name fir Zerstreutes im Umfeld des Subjektproblems)
wird sozial zur Entfaltung bestimmt: Sie wird geformt (sozialisiert,
diszipliniert, subjektiviert) — und muss sich zudem, parallel oder
widerstandig zur Formung, »selbst« entfalten, eigensteuern,
individuieren, authentifizieren.Joachim Renns Studien zeigen: »
Selbstentfaltung« als »Ausdifferenzierung« kann die Grundfigur einer
pragmatistischen Soziologie des »Subjektiven« in der Gesellschaft sein.
Das zentrale theoretische Problem ist dann das Verhaltnis zwischen
allgemeinen Formen der Genese subjektiver Selbstverhaltnisse und der
historisch-gesellschaftlichen Varianz des Ineinandergreifens und
Auseinandertretens von Subjektformaten und subjektivem »
Selbstbezug«.

»Ambitioniert, voraussetzungsvoll und herausfordernd — sprachlich,
theoretisch und auch politisch.«

Besprochen in:ZPID PSYNDEX 2016



