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Many Bible readers will think that chapter 17 of the second book of
Kings refers to the origin of the Samaritans. This understanding of the
chapter has its earliest attestation in the works of Josephus. The
present book evaluates the methods often used for finding the origin of
the Samaritans, makes an assessment of well known and new material,
and ventures into some uncharted territory. It is suggested that the
moment of birth of the Samaritans was the construction of the temple
on Mount Gerizim. This happened in the first part of the fourth century
bornc.e. in accordance with the original commandment of Moses in
Deut 27:4.
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Fellow Travellers examines the shifting practices and strategies
adopted by Communist militants as they sought to build and maintain
support on the railways. In a period in which the Communist party
struggled to establish a foothold in many French workplaces, activists
on the railways bucked the trend and set down deep and lasting roots
of support. They maintained this support even through the sectarian
period of the Comintern's shift to class against class, deepening their
participation within railway industrial relations and gaining the
experience of engagement with managers and state officials upon
which they would build during the years of the Popular Front. Here
France's railway employees joined alongside their fellow workers in
shaping a new social contract for workers, extending the principle of
democratic representation into the workplace. While the Popular Front
experiment proved shortlived, its influence was long lasting. In the post
Liberation period, the key tenets of the Popular Front experience re-
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emerged within the nationalised SNCF, shaping the particular character
of railway industrial relations - the peculiar mix of collaboration and
hostile confrontation between management and workforce that
continues to make the French railways one of the most contested
sectors of the modern French economy.
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history of books"--Journal description page (UC Press website, viewed
Mar. 31, 2004).
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