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Supported in large part by evidence released after the collapse of the
Soviet Union, this book follows the career of the Red Army from its
birth in 1918 as the designated vanguard of world revolution to its
affiliation in 1941 with 'the citadel of capitalism', the United States.
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Effectiveness of leadership and military doctrine are particular concerns
here, and Josef Stalin is the dominant personality.On the basis of the
Russian Civil War (1918-20), the Red Army began to bill itself as 'an
army of a new type', inherently superior to all others. However, in late
1920, the Poles trounce
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