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The book is structured around two thematic poles: goods and money. It
is a question of giving an account of the processes of constitution of
the value and of observing especially the dematerialization which is
more and more intensely at work there. The departure is taken in a
guestioning on what is a good (in itself, private, public) to go towards
what becomes the most general expression and the most mobile
measure: money.The generalization of monetary valuation makes
things more fluid, erases the traditional distinctions between types of
goods and above all accompanies a process of socialization of utility
which transforms the meaning and scope of having things to oneself.
Value will have its life in circulation and its possession will be
expressed as patrticipation in the fluctuation of a medium.These
observations sometimes provoke recourse to “strong” theories of
valuation, capable of bringing back to more intuitive visions: however,
envy and mimetic desire may well be at the root of value, the dynamics
of monetary exchange and especially the centralization of the sharing
of the social product as a monetary product opens up problems that



anthropological intuition is no longer sufficient to clarify. Finally, the
study of financial markets offers, at the extreme of dematerialization,
an illustration of the perplexities encountered by any attempt to break
the fence on themselves of the financial medium's computational
processes. Attempts to import standards there seem doomed to failure.



