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Papua New Guinea is one of the many former British Commonwealth
colonies which maintain the criminalisation of the sexual activities of
two groups, despite the fact that the sex takes place between
consenting adults in private: sellers of sex and males who have sex
with males. The English common law system was imposed on the
colonies with little regard for the social regulation and belief systems of
the colonised, and in most instances, was retained and developed post-
Independence, regardless of the infringements of human rights
involved.
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This book is an exceptional contribution to our knowledge of the nexus
between the criminal law and negative attitudes of society, and what
effects criminalization has on the social lives of prostitutes and males
who have sex with males, and whether these effects might provide
evidence to support the argument for law reform.
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