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Over the past thirty years, many studies have been devoted to the
Arab-Israeli conflict and the Palestinian question. However, most of the
authors paid attention only to the military and diplomatic-political
aspects. The Centre for Studies and Research on the Contemporary
Middle East, whose mission is to study the spaces, societies and states
of the Arab East, broke with this trend by publishing Palestine,
Palestinians. National territory, community spaces, proceedings of a
colloquium he held in 1996 and which inaugurated collective work
carried out by his researchers in the region. Jean-Francois Legrain's
work fits into this perspective, making a unique and remarkable
contribution to it. S ' Based on the detailed presentation and critique of
the results of the January 1996 elections (and their successive
publications), the author applies to them the factorial analysis of
correspondences which “provides an objective, rigorous and
hierarchical image of the correlation phenomena existing between all
the variables in the same table ”. After these two stages, the author
begins his work as an analyst by proposing hypotheses likely to shed
light on the electoral behaviour of the Palestinians. Its final synthesis



rehabilitates the conduct of the elections of January 1996 by proposing
to read them, despite the social and political upheavals known by the
country for fifty years, in the light of the emergence of "neo-notables"
much more than that of the only game of parties.



