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Einstein proposed his theory of special relativity in 1905. For a long
time it was believed that this theory has no significant impact on
chemistry. This view changed in the 1970's when it was realized that
(nonrelativistic) Schrodinger quantum mechanics yields results on
molecular properties that depart significantly from experimental
results. Especially when heavy elements are involved, these quantitative
deviations can be so large that qualitative chemical reasoning and
understanding is affected. For this to grasp the appropriate many-
electron theory has rapidly evolved. Nowadays relativist...


