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5.1. Introduction

The Early Earth: Accretion and Differentiation provides a
multidisciplinary overview of the state of the art in understanding the
formation and primordial evolution of the Earth. The fundamental
structure of the Earth as we know it today was inherited from the initial
conditions 4.56 billion years ago as a consequence of planetesimal
accretion, large impacts among planetary objects, and planetary-scale
differentiation. The evolution of the Earth from a molten ball of metal
and magma to the tectonically active, dynamic, habitable planet that we
know today is unique among the terrestrial plane


