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réflexion sur la cité grecque et son image, d'éclairer, à travers l'examen
des pratiques et des discours dont la documentation a gardé le
témoignage, la conscience que les communautés civiques pouvaient
avoir d'elles-mêmes et les valeurs qu'elles cherchaient à promouvoir
dans un cadre chronologique qui s'étend de l'époque de la conquête
romaine jusqu'au IIIe siècle de notre ère. Les notions d'identité et de
mémoire permettent dans cette optique de définir le rapport des cités
au phénomène de l'évergétisme tel qu'il a évolué au cours de la période
et d'analyser comment la mémoire collective, pour les communautés
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civiques d'époque romaine, se construit à travers l'éloge des élites
locales dont le rôle est devenu prépondérant dans la vie politique et le
jeu social des cités ; elles permettent aussi de donner à un auteur
comme Pausanias toute sa place comme témoin de pratiques
contemporaines et interlocuteur de ceux qui, dans les cités,
apparaissent comme les dépositaires d'une mémoire collective. La mise
en perspective de la documentation épigraphique et archéologique non
seulement avec l'idée de la cité et l'expression de valeurs civiques que
prônent rhéteurs et moralistes et que diffuse l'idéologie impériale
romaine, mais aussi avec la Périégèse de Pausanias, conduit à
s'interroger sur la coexistence des axes grec et romain dans la
définition de l'identité civique et à poser plus particulièrement la
question des connotations doriennes de la mémoire péloponnésienne.
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Introduction -- Section I. Biological functions and functional
explanations: genes, cells, organisms and ecosystems -- Part 1.A.
Functions, organization and development in life sciences -- Chapter 1.
William C. Wimsatt. Evolution and the Stability of Functional
Architectures -- Chapter 2. Denis M. Walsh. Teleological Emergence:
The Autonomy of Evo-Devo -- Chapter 3. Jean Gayon. Does oxygen
have a function, or: where should the regress of biological functions
stop? -- Part 1.B. Functional pluralism for biologists? Chapter 4.
Frédéric Bouchard. How ecosystem evolution strengthens the case for
functional pluralism -- Chapter 5. Robert N. Brandon. A general case
for functional pluralism -- Chapter 6. Philippe Huneman. Weak realism
in the etiological theory of functions -- Section 2. Section II.
Psychology, philosophy of mind and technology: Functions in a man’s
world -- Part 2.A. 2A. Metaphysics, function and philosophy of mind --
Chapter 7. Carl Craver. Functions and Mechanisms in Contemporary
Neuroscience -- Chapter 8. Carl Gillett. Understanding the sciences
through the fog of ‘functionalism(s).’ -- 2.B. Philosophy of technology ,
design and functions -- Chapter 9. Françoise Longy. Artifacts and
Organisms: A Case for a New Etiological Theory of Functions --
Chapter 10. Pieter Vermaas and Wybo Houkes. Functions as Epistemic
Highlighters: An Engineering Account of Technical, Biological and Other
Functions -- Epilogue -- Larry Wright. Revising teleological
explanations: reflections three decades on.    .
This  volume handles in various perspectives the concept of function
and the nature of functional explanations, topics much discussed since
two major and conflicting accounts have been raised by Larry Wright
and Robert Cummins’s papers in the 1970s. Here, both Wright’s
‘etiological theory of functions’ and Cummins’s ‘systemic’ conception
of functions are refined and elaborated in the light of current scientific
practice, with papers showing how the ‘etiological’ theory faces several
objections and may in reply be revisited, while its counterpart became
ever more sophisticated, as researchers discovered fresh applications
for it.   Relying on a firm knowledge of the original positions and
debates, this volume presents cutting-edge research evincing the
complexities that today pertain in function theory in various sciences.
Alongside original papers from authors central to the controversy, work
by emerging researchers taking novel perspectives will add to the
potential avenuesto be followed in the future. Not only does the book
adopt no a priori assumptions about the scope of functional
explanations, it also incorporates material from several very different
scientific domains, e.g. neurosciences, ecology, or technology.   In
general, functions are implemented in mechanisms; and functional
explanations in biology have often an essential relation with natural
selection. These two basic claims set the stage for this book’s coverage
of investigations concerning both ‘functional’ explanations, and the
‘metaphysics’ of functions. It casts new light on these claims, by testing
them through their confrontation with scientific developments in
biology, psychology, and recent developments concerning the
metaphysics of realization. Rather than debating a single theory of
functions, this book presents the richness of philosophical issues
raised by functional discourse throughout the various sciences.


