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Conquering Sicily from the middle of the 11th century, Hauteville are
the first to set up a government that is defined as a Christian and, at
least in part, from Latin, while exercising its prerogatives at a
predominantly Muslim population, Arabic speaking. To do this, they
gradually developed instruments of government, but also became the
patrons of a cultural production that has aroused admiration and
comments until today. This work is presented as an investigation into
the different dimensions of the power of Hauteville from the conquest
of Sicily at the end of the 12th century (language policy, state building,
patronage, but also control of populations and territory). It aims to
demystify the representations that we often have of this long century of
"tolerance”, but also to deconstruct the idea that the failure of the
dynasty was written in advance. He nevertheless postulates that the
"Norman" construction in Sicily remains original and innovative and that



it provides useful elements of comparison for all those who analyze
situations of conquest and minority government in a multicultural
context.



