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In recent years, the building sector has been turning towards
intervening in the existing city building stock. In fact, it is generally
accepted that the refurbishment of buildings and urban regeneration
based on sustainability must form the axis of reformulation of the
building sector. At present, achieving sustainable urban development
inevitably involves improving existing buildings, thereby preventing the
need for city growth, and for the emptying of established
neighborhoods. Furthermore, considering the whole life cycle, the great
amount of greenhouse emissions derived from the construction sector
is well known; thus, in order to reach a decarbonized society, it is
important to provide eco-efficient construction materials and solutions,
adding the principles of the circular economy and resource efficiency.
Therefore, the theme of this Special Issue is the “Decarbonization and
Circular Economy in the Sustainable Development and Renovation of
Buildings and Neighborhoods” in response to the objectives not only
raised in the Horizon 2020 but by all the people who seek a more
sustainable world. This Special Issue of Sustainability focuses on, but is
not limited to: « Obtaining an overview of the environmental problems
that arise from construction activity, focusing on refurbishment as an
alternative to the current crisis in the construction sector, as well as on
actions designed to minimize environmental effects on the
environment; ¢« Searching for new alternatives to conventional
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construction solutions that minimize the environmental impact of the
construction activity, improve indoor environmental quality of

buildings, build or refurbish, always from a rentable and optimal cost in
time, and implement a circular economy and an efficient resource and
waste management; « Minimizing the consumption of material
resources, energy consumption and CO2 emissions in construction and
looking for the proper management of construction and demolition
waste and the opportunities for their recycling and reuse; ¢ Sustainable
planning and urban development, for an ordered and sustainable
growth.
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This book, the result of a lengthy labour of cataloguing and research,
continues the indexing and recording of the unpublished epistolary
material conserved in the Dessi fond, launched in 2003 by Chiara
Andrei with the edition of the family correspondence (Firenze, FUP).
Now, through 1,900 letters from friends and readers, Francesca
Nencioni offers a different and more ample overview of the
fundamental stages in the life and works of the writer, focusing above



all on the years of his university training in Pisa. Of particular interest is
the appendix of carefully annotated unpublished texts, which offers 19
letters from Dessi to friends and scholars, the complete two-way
correspondence with Walter Binni, and the letters sent to the friend and
disciple of the great historian, Delio Cantimori. Press reviews:
26/10/2009: Dessi e la voce "lontana e bianca" del 1955 12/2009:
"L'immaginazione” n. 251



