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The United States is currently engaged in a military effort that has been
characterized as the "long war." The long war has been described by
some as an epic struggle against adversaries bent on forming a unified
Islamic world to supplant western dominance, while others describe it
more narrowly as an extension of the war on terror. But while
policymakers, military leaders, and scholars have offered numerous
definitions of the long war, no consensus has been reached about this
term or its implications for the United States.
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