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This book studies Buddhist public advocacy and activism in Thailand—a
movement often broadly called socially engaged Buddhism—from the
perspective of rhetorical studies, specifically, on humanizing and
dehumanizing communication practices. In modern Thailand and
historical Siam, Buddhism has been integral to the social change
processes shaping civil society and an emerging democracy. This study
examined two problems: How do contemporary Buddhists in Thailand
use rhetorical practice to influence the way the issues they work on are
understood, and how do these Buddhists justify their advocacy and
activism in rhetorical practice? To the first, a rhetoric of dignity, or
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humanization, was the central answer. To the second, a rhetoric of duty
was the central answer. For researchers in Southeast Asian Studies,
Thai Studies, and Buddhist Studies, this book offers a fresh perspective
on socially engaged Buddhism through the lens of the communication
discipline. For researchers in Psychology and Communication, it sheds
light on the understudied practices of humanizing communication. The
bulk of the current research is focused on its opposite—
dehumanization—and most of this literature is in the field of
psychology even though humanization and dehumanization are
fundamentally and ontologically communication phenomena. For
researchers within the field of Communication and Rhetorical Studies,
this book advances innovations in the emerging practices of rhetorical
field methods by applying rhetorical criticism to interview data in a new
way and provides a non-western perspective on communication and
rhetorical theory for which there has been continual calls. Craig M.
Pinkerton (Ph.D., Ohio University) is Visiting Assistant Professor in the
Department of Communication at Denison University. He is an educator
and researcher of communication with an emphasis in rhetoric, public
culture, and qualitative methods combined with interdisciplinary
inquiry in Southeast Asian Studies and Buddhist Studies. He has won
over fifteen academic awards and honors, including the prestigious
Foreign Language and Area Studies Fellowship (FLAS) for the study of
Thai language. Since 2007, he has taught over 20 courses on a wide
variety of subjects on communication, including public speaking and
presentation communication, argumentation, rhetoric, public advocacy
and activism, marketing and public relations, organizational
development, interpersonal conflict management, and the dark side of
media. From 2011 to 2015, he lived in Thailand teaching
communication and researching Buddhist public advocacy and activism.


