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This is a somewhat polemical, and very passionate, plea for more work
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not only about the house that scholasticism built, but those who were
excluded from it. This book is the story of how scholastic theology
defined this universal subject in terms of the reasonable white man and
a catalogue of the exclusions which ensued. The categories of woman,
Jew and heretic were core others against which ideal Christian
subjectivity was implicitly defined, and this book shows just how
constitutive these 'others’ were for the production of orthodoxy in the
Middle Ages.
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How did realist narrative alter in the effort to craft forms and genres
receptive to the dynamism of an expanding empire and globalizing
world? Do these nineteenth-century variations on the 'geopolitical
aesthetic' continue to resonate today? Crossing literary criticism,

political theory, and longue duree history, 'The Victorian Geopolitical
Aesthetic' explores these gquestions from the standpoint of mid-
nineteenth-century novelists such as Wilkie Collins, George Eliot,
Gustave Flaubert, and Anthony Trollope, as well as successors including
E.M. Forster and the creators of recent television serials.



