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Despite shifts in the religious landscape in North America--reflected in
the significant increase in those with no religious affiliation and
emptier pews across the religious spectrum--there has also been a rise
in participation in faith-based grassroots organizations. People of faith
are increasingly joining broad-based organizing efforts to seek social
change in their communities, regions and country. This unique volume
brings together the most current thinking on faith-based organizing
from the perspective of theologians, social researchers and
practitioners. The current state of faith based organizing is critically
presented, as it has evolved from its roots in the mid-twentieth century
into a context which raises new questions for its philosophical
assumptions, methodology, and very future. Originally published as
issue 4 of Volume 6 (2012) of Brill's International Journal of Public
Theology .
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Halfway up Parnassus is a personal account of the University of Toronto
with particular emphasis on the period when Dr. Bissell was its
president, from 1958 to 1971. The first half of that period was the
flowering of the old, self-confident university, with its established
patterns of government, and its untroubled constituents. The second
half saw the slow, powerful emergence of a new university, uncertain of
itself and its role, seeking to find a form for democratic aspirations-
not, however, without some dramatic confrontations with left-wing
students. Nowhere in Canada was the process more sharply defined
than at the University of Toronto. This book records that process from
the point of view of a major participant. It is also intended as a series of
portraits of major academic figures and as an intimate recollection of a
society that is passing away. It is not a philosophical book about
education, but a human document-an attempt to render the tone of
academic society, and in this account Dr. Bissell has combined, to great
effect, autobiography, descriptive narration, and historical analysis. The
book will be of interest to Canadians concerned about our intellectual
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and cultural life, and to academic societies everywhere.


