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This wide-ranging book offers fascinating insights into the nature of

marriage in the Middle Ages, both in its social, political, legal, and
religious aspects, and its treatment in contemporary art and literature.



From such major topics as the role of the Church fathers and the Bible,
and the practice and law of marriage, to the cult of celibacy and the
relationship between marriage and architecture, Professor Brooke's
illuminating study offers the most complete account of medieval
marriage ever published. He draws on a remarkable group of case
studies and sources, including the letters of Heloise and Abelard, the
epics of Wolfram von Eschenbach, and the poetry of Chaucer, and
concludes with a penetrating look at the Arnolfini Marriage by Jan van
Eyck.



