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Human rights and resistance in the United States.
Most Americans assume that the United States provides a gold standard
for human rights-a 2007 survey found that 80 percent of U.S. adults
believed that "the U.S. does a better job than most countries when it
comes to protecting human rights." As well, discussions among
scholars and public officials in the United States frame human rights
issues as concerning people, policies, or practices "over there." By
contrast, the contributors to this volume argue that many of the
greatest immediate and structural threats to human rights, and some of
the most significant efforts to realize human rights in practice, can be
found in our own backyard.Human Rights in Our Own Backyard
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examines the state of human rights and responses to human rights
issues, drawing on sociological literature and perspectives to
interrogate assumptions of American exceptionalism. How do people in
the U.S. address human rights issues? What strategies have they
adopted, and how successful have these strategies been? Essays are
organized around key conventions of human rights, focusing on the
relationships between human rights and justice, the state and the
individual, civil rights and human rights, and group rights versus
individual rights. The contributors are united by a common conception
of the human rights enterprise as a process involving not only state-
defined and implemented rights but also human rights from below as
promoted by activists.
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This volume presents the papers contributed to DEON 2006, the 8th
International Workshop on Deontic Logic in Computer Science, held in
Utrecht, The Netherlands, July 12–14, 2006. These biennial DEON (more
properly, ?EON) workshops are designed to promote international
cooperation among scholars across disciplines who are interested in
deontic logic and its use in computer science. They support research
that links the formal-logical study of normative concepts and
normative systems with computer science, artificial intelligence,
philosophy, organization theory, and law. Papers for these workshops
might address such general themes as the development of formal
systems of deontic logic and related areas of logic, such as logics of
action and agency, or the formal analysis of all sorts of normative
concepts, such as the notions of rule, role, regulation, authority, power,
rights, responsibility, etc. , or the formal representation of legal
knowledge. They might also be more concerned with applications, such
as the formal specification of systems for the management of
bureaucratic processes in public or private administration, or the
specification of database integrity constraints or computer security
protocols, and more. Of particular interest is the interaction between
computer systems and their users. (The DEON 2006 website, http:
//www. cs. uu. nl/deon2006/,contains links to previous workshops and
their papers. This history reveals a vibrant interdisciplinary research
program.


