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George W. Bush's decision to overthrow Saddam Hussein, American
presidents have repeatedly affirmed the "lesson" of Munich and invoked
it to justify actual or threatened uses of force. However, the conclusion
that the democracies could easily have stopped Hitler before he
plunged the world into war and holocaust, but lacked the will to do so,
does not survive serious scrutiny. Appeasement proved to be a horribly
misguided policy against Hitler, but this conclusion is clear only in
hindsight - i.e., through the lens of subsequent events.Dr. Jeffrey
Record takes a fresh look at appeasement within the context of the
political and military environments in which British and French leaders
operated during the 1930s. He examines the nature of appeasement,
the factors underlying Anglo-French policies toward Hitler from 1933
to 1939, and the reasons for the failure of those policies. He finds that
Anglo-French security choices were neither simple nor obvious, that
hindsight has distorted judgments on those choices, that Hitler remains
without equal as a state threat, and that invocations of the Munich
analogy should always be closely examined.


