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Sommario/riassunto Si guarda ad Internet come a un formidabile diffusore di
cosmopolitismo, universalismo e ugualitarismo. Ma che cosa sappiamo
del suo lato oscuro? Superato il primo impulso a spegnere il computer
di fronte ai linciaggi di "negri" proposti dai siti neonazisti americani,
alle volgarità antisemite di certe pagine web italiane, alle canzoni di
indottrinamento dei bambini palestinesi, ai resoconti delle azioni
punitive delle camicie nere, al turpiloquio rabbioso degli ultras, l'autore
ha scelto di intraprendere un viaggio conoscitivo nei siti web di gruppi
ultras, movimenti nazifascisti e gruppi armati mediorientali. Ecco quello
che ne risulta: numerosissimi, questi siti hanno un pubblico fedele e
presumibilmente ampio, costituito non di semplici curiosi, ma di
persone che sull'odio hanno costruito il proprio rapporto col mondo e
usano Internet per ritrovarsi, scambiarsi informazioni, infiammarsi
reciprocamente, creare steccati, alzare barriere, scavare fossati. L'antica
ostilità tra gruppi, etnie e culture si ripresenta sulla scena della storia,
armata della tecnologia più moderna. E' difficile allora credere che
Internet possa aprire la strada verso un democratico villaggio globale.
La Rete, piuttosto, riproduce e amplifica un'incomunicabilità tra
galassie sociali in conflitto tra loro che richiederà molto tempo per
trasformarsi, come è lecito sperare, nell'interazione tra sistemi di valori
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Fiscal policy for economic development: an overview / Benedict
Clements, Sanjeev Gupta, Gabriela Inchauste -- Fiscal policy,
expenditure composition, and growth in low-income countries /
Sanjeev Gupta ... [et al.] -- Persistence of fiscal adjustments and
expenditure composition in low-income countries / Emanuele Baldacci
... [et al.] -- Growth, governance, and fiscal policy transmission
channels in low-income countries / Emanuele Baldacci, Arye L. Hillman,
Naoko Kojo -- External debt, public investment and growth in low-
income countries / Benedict Clements, Rina Bhattacharya, Tuan Quoc
Nguyen -- A framework for fiscal debt sustainability analysis in low-
income countries / Emanuele Baldacci, Kevin Fletcher -- Experience
with budgetary convergence in the WAEMU / Ousmane Dore, Paul R.
Masson -- The effectiveness of government spending on education and
health care in developing and transition economies / Sanjeev Gupta,
Marijn Verhoeven, Erwin R. Tiongson -- Public spending on health care
and the poor / Sanjeev Gupta, Marijn Verhoeven, Erwin R. Tiongson --
User payments for basic education in low-income countries / Arye L.
Hillman, Eva Jenkner -- The efficiency of government expenditure:
experiences from Africa / Sanjeev Gupta, Marijn Verhoeven -- Tax
policy in developing countries: some lessons from the 1990s and some
challenges ahead / Michael Keen, Alejandro Simone -- Social impact of
a tax reform: the case of Ethiopia / Sonia Munoz, Stanley Sang-Wook
Cho -- Foreign aid and revenue response: does the composition of aid
matter? / Sanjeev Gupta ... [et al.] -- More aid: making it work for the
poor / Peter S. Heller, Sanjeev Gupta -- Aid and fiscal management /
Alex Bulir, Timothy Lane -- Foreign aid and consumption smoothing:
evidence from global food aid / Sanjeev Gupta, Benedict Clements,
Erwin R. Tiongson -- Fiscal consequences of armed conflict and
terrorism in low- and middle-income countries / Sanjeev Gupta ... [et
al.] -- A comparison between two public expenditure management
systems in Africa / Ian Lienert.
Fiscal policy can foster growth and human development through a
number of different channels. These include the macroeconomic (for
example, through the influence of the budget deficit on growth) as well
as the microeconomic (through its influence on the efficiency of
resource use). But how precisely do these channels work in developing
countries? What kinds of tax and expenditure policies should
developing countries implement to help them meet the Millennium
Development Goals? And how can international aid be made more
effective? Drawing on both theory and country experience, this book
brings together IMF research on the various ways fiscal policy can be
used to help spur economic development.
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