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Sommario/riassunto "Drawing on diverse disciplines including classics, anthropology,
psychology, and literary studies, this product of twenty years'
scholarship provides a detailed topology of the hero in western myth:
birth, parentage, familial ties, sexuality, character, deeds, death, and
afterlife. Dean A. Miller examines the place of the hero in the physical
world (wilderness, castle, prison cell) and in society (among monarchs,
fools, shamans, rivals, and gods). He looks at the hero in battle and
quest; at his political status; and at his relationship to established
religion. The book spans western epic traditions, including Greek,
Roman, Nordic, and Celtic, as well as the Indian and Persian legacies. A
large section of the book also examines the figures who modify or
accompany the hero: partners, helpers (animal and sometimes
monstrous), foes, foils, and even antitypes."--Jacket.
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By applying a fieldwork-based, geoarchaeological approach, Tourloukis
examines in this study the evidence from Greece within the framework
of the earliest occupation of Europe. Choosing the scanty Greek record
as a case-study, Tourloukis elaborates on a hitherto largely overlooked
subject in the Eurasian Early-Middle Pleistocene archaeology: the role
of geomorphic processes in biasing archaeological distribution patterns
of early human presence. This study identifies the current status of the
record, explains this status from a geoarchaeological and
geomorphological perspective, and prospects


