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Au xixe siécle, l'industrialisation et I'élaboration de politiques
éducatives systématiques sont deux phénomenes concomitants, dont
seul le premier est ordinairement analysé dans sa dimension
internationale. Les politiqgues scolaires, en revanche, n'ont guere été
envisagées jusqu'a présent que dans un cadre étroitement national,
pour donner naissance a des stéréotypes et des mythes solidement
ancrés dans la conscience collective de chaque pays. En réalité, ces
politiques ont revétu un caractére supranational, qui rend urgente une
approche comparée. Seule, une appréciation correcte de la part des
différents facteurs nationaux et supranationaux, des motivations
éducatives ou étrangeres au champ de I'éducation permettra de
comprendre leurs conditions d’évolution, leurs chances d’avenir et
leurs possibilités de changement. La sélection des communications
présentées au Colloque international de Sévres, tenu en septembre
1981 a 'occasion du centenaire des lois scolaires francaises, que I'on
trouvera dans ce livre, veut aider a déméler I'’écheveau de ces facteurs
et rendre le lecteur conscient de ce qui, dans sa formation intellectuelle
et morale, le relie a sa propre nation ou le rend citoyen d’'une
communauté éducative plus large. In the 19th century,
industrialisation and the systematic elaboration of educational policies
were two concomitant phenomena; however, only the former is
analysed usually in its international dimensions. For educational
policies have until now been scarcely considered except front within a
strictly national context, aiming to produce stereotypes and perpetuate
myths firmly embedded in the collective consciousness of each
individual country. In fact, these policies have assumed a supra-
national character which urgently calls for a comparative approach.
Only a just appreciation of the different factors - national and supra-
national - and of the motivations both inside and outside the
educational sector, will allow us to understand the...
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For a post-human hitchhiker, human life - with its anxiety, ageing,
illness and constant need for problem-solving - may look unviable.

Yet, for humans, the life struggle is softened by human touch, human
emotion and human cooperation. The Global Encyclopaedia of
Informality, Volume 3 continues the journey of the two previous
volumes into the world's open secrets, unwritten rules and hidden
practices. It focuses on issues of emotional ambivalence and pressures
of the digital age. The informal practices presented in this volume
demonstrate the urgency of alleviating tensions between continuity and
all-too-rapid change and the need to tackle the central problem of
modern societies - uncertainty. The volume takes a reader on a
'biographical' journey through elusive, taken-for-granted or banal ways
of getting things done from over 70 countries and world regions. It
offers innovative understanding of the significance of fringes, and
challenges the assumption that informality is associated exclusively
with poverty, underdevelopment, the Global South, oppressive regimes
or the former socialist countries of Eastern Europe and Central Asia. It
also maps the patterns of informality around the globe; identifies
specific informal practices in a context-sensitive way; and documents
their ambivalent impact on people engaged in problem-solving, on
societies in which these problems arise, and on humanity overall.
<strong>Praise for The Global Encyclopaedia of Informality, Volume 3
</strong> 'This book tells a story of human cooperation. It is not the



narrative you'll find in books teaching you how to solve problems. It is
an assemblage of something much more endemic, fundamentally
human, and much more pervasive than we tend to think of informality.

It involves money and power, but also the alternative currencies of
gaining advantage or gaming the system." Bruce Schneier, author of A
Hacker's Mind 'Alena Ledeneva's latest database of rule bending is a
goldmine for documentary makers and storytellers. Entries from 70
countries, covering a human lifespan from Chinese "anchor babies" to
funeral feasts in Azerbaijan, offer remarkable insights into the way the
world really works." Lucy Ash, journalist



