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The early modern period is a particularly relevant and fascinating
chapter in the history of pain. This volume investigates early modern
constructions of physical pain from a variety of disciplines, including
religious, legal and medical history, literary criticism, philosophy, and
art history. The contributors examine how early modern culture
interpreted physical pain, as it presented itself for instance during
illness, but also analyse the ways in which early moderns employed the
idea of physical suffering as a powerful rhetorical tool in debates over
other issues, such as the nature of ritual, notions of masculinity,
selfhood and community, definitions of religious experience, and the
nature of political power. Contributors include: Emese Bálint, Maria
Berbara, Joseph Campana, Andreas Dehmer, Jan Frans van Dijkhuizen,
Karl A.E. Enenkel, Lia van Gemert, Frans Willem Korsten, Mary Ann
Lund, Jenny Mayhew, Stephen Pender, Michael Schoenfeldt, Kristine
Steenbergh, Anne Tilkorn, Jetze Touber, Anita Traninger, and Patrick
Vandermeersch.


