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Liquid crystals are partially ordered systems without a rigid, long-range
structure. The study of these materials covers a wide area: chemical
structure, physical properties and technical applications. Due to their
dual nature - anisotropic physical properties of solids and rheological
behavior of liquids - and easy response to externally applied electric,
magnetic, optical and surface fields liquid crystals are of greatest
potential for scientific and technological applications. The subject has
come of age and has achieved the status of being a very exciting
interdisciplinary field of scient


