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Introduction -- Natural color -- Dye plants & where to find them -- A
dyer's tools & workbench -- Understanding & preparing fabric --
Setting up a dye vat -- Haberdashery & textile care -- In the kitchen. A
kitchen palette ; Hand-stitched coasters ; Patchwork place mats -- The
dyer's garden. A dyer's harvest ; Growing plants from seed ; Harvest
bag ; Gardener's smock ; Dyeing with woad & madder -- Summer
foraging. Shades of summer ; Dyer's apron ; Foraging bag -- Autumn
foraging. Tones of autumn ; Patchwork cushions ; Strip-pieced blanket
; Oak gall ink.

Fabrics colored with natural dyes have a beauty and subtlety all of their
own. Onion and avocado skins, chamomile and birch bark, and nettles
and acorns can produce lovely, ethereal colors and effects. The Wild
Dyer demystifies this eco-conscious art, focusing on foraging and
growing dying materials; repurposing kitchen trimmings; making and
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using long-lasting dyes; and creating stitched projects.
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pt. 1. 1750-1850. 1. All Montesquieu's sons: the place of esprit
general, caractere national, and moeurs in French political philosophy,
1748-1789. 2. After the Revolution: Stael on political morality. 3. From
republicanism to industrialism and national character: Melchiorre Gioja,
Charles Dupin, and Continental political economy, 1800-1848. 4. The
French Restoration dispute over mores and Tocqueville. 5. Between
Whiggism and the science of manners: Britain, 1750-1800. 6. British
views on Irish national character, 1800-1846 -- pt. 2. 1850-1914. 7.
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The demise of John Bull: social sciences in Britain, 1850-1914. 8.
Durkheim's collective representations and their background. 9.
Socializing public spirit, 1870-1914.

In a work of unusual ambition and rigorous comparison, Roberto
Romani considers the concept of 'national character' in the intellectual
histories of Britain and France. Perceptions of collective mentalities
influenced a variety of political and economic debates, ranging from
anti-absolutist polemic in eighteenth-century France to appraisals of
socialism in Edwardian Britain. Romani argues that the eighteenth-
century notion of 'national character', with its stress on climate and
government, evolved into a concern with the virtues of ‘public spirit'
irrespective of national traits, in parallel with the establishment of
representative institutions on the Continent. His discussion of
contemporary thinkers includes Montesquieu, Voltaire, Hume, Millar,
Burke, Constant, de Stael and Tocqueville. After the mid-nineteenth
century, the advent of social scientific approaches, including those of
Spencer, Hobson and Durkheim, shifted the focus from the qualities
required by political liberty to those needed to operate complex social
systems, and to bear its psychological pressures.
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