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Recent years have witnessed a resurgence of biological research into
the causes of crime, but the origins of this kind of research date back
to the late nineteenth century. Here, Richard Wetzell presents the first
history of German criminology from Imperial Germany through the
Weimar Republic to the end of the Third Reich, a period that provided a
unique test case for the perils associated with biological explanations
of crime.Drawing on a wealth of primary sources from criminological,
legal, and psychiatric literature, Wetzell shows that German biomedical
research on crime predominate


