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Social influence network theory presents a mathematical formalization
of the social process of attitude changes that unfolds in a social
network of interpersonal influences. This book brings the theory to
bear on lines of research in the domain of small group dynamics
concerned with changes of group members' positions on an issue,
including the formation of consensus and of settled disagreement, via
endogenous interpersonal influences, in which group members are
responding to the displayed positions of the members of the group.
Social influence network theory advances a dynamic social cognition
mechanism, in which individuals are weighing and combining their own
and others' positions on an issue in the revision of their own positions.
The influence network construct of the theory is the social structure of
the endogenous interpersonal influences that are involved in this
mechanism. With this theory, the authors seek to lay the foundation for
a better formal integration of classical and current lines of work on
small groups in psychological and sociological social psychology.
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