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Rhetoric and Courtliness in Early Modern Literature explores the early
modern interest in conversation as a newly identified art. Conversation
was widely accepted to have been inspired by the republican
philosopher Cicero. Recognizing his influence on courtesy literature -
the main source for 'civil conversation' - Jennifer Richards uncovers
alternative ways of thinking about humanism as a project of linguistic
and social reform. She argues that humanists explored styles of
conversation to reform the manner of association between male
associates; teachers and students, buyers and sellers, and settlers and
colonial others. They reconsidered the meaning of 'honesty' in social
interchange in an attempt to represent the tension between self-
interest and social duty. Richards explores the interest in civil
conversation among mid-Tudor humanists, John Cheke, Thomas Smith
and Roger Ascham, as well as their self-styled successors, Gabriel
Harvey and Edmund Spenser.
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This book covers the recently developed understanding of Electro-
Mechano-Biology (EMB) in which the focus is primarily on the couplings
between the electric and mechanical fields. The emphasis lies on the
analytical and computational aspects of EMB at the cellular level. The
book is divided into two parts. In the first part, the author starts by
defining and discussing the relevant basic aspects of the electrical and
mechanical properties of cell membranes. He provides an overview of
some of the ways analytical modelling of cell membrane
electrodeformation (ED) and electroporation (EP) appears in a variety of
contexts as well as a contemporary account of recent developments in
computational approaches that can feature in the theory initiative,
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particularly in its attempt to describe the cohort of activities currently
underway. Intended to serve as an introductory text and aiming to
facilitate the understanding of the field to non-experts, this part does
not dwell on the set of topics, such as cellular mechanosensing and
mechanotransduction, irreversible EP, and atomistic molecular
dynamics modelling of membrane EP. The second (and larger) part of
the book is devoted to a presentation of the necessary analytical and
computational tools to illustrate the ideas behind EMB and illuminate
physical insights. Brief notes on the history of EMB and its many
applications describing the variety of ideas and approaches are also
included. In this part, the background of the first principles and
practical calculation methods are discussed to highlight aspects that
cannot be found in a single volume.


