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This book explores Filipino, the national language of the Philippines,
from the perspectives of Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) and Positive
Discourse Analysis (PDA)—informed by Systemic Functional Linguistics
(SFL). It is designed to encourage researchers to study Filipino texts—
both spoken and written—and to unpack them in a way that clarifies
their function in Philippine society. With this goal in mind, the book
introduces a number of discourse analysis tools and shows how to
apply them to a range of Filipino texts—including a children's picture
book story, some mental health advice about coping with COVID-19,
President Duterte's speech about the Philippine government's initial
response to the COVID-19 pandemic, a comment piece from a student
newspaper about problems with online learning modules produced by
the Department of Education, and a reflective text about growing up in
Davao. This is the first book to draw on a range of functional linguistic
tools to analyse Filipino discourse in order to provide deeper insights
into the role of language in bilingual education, the linguistic
enactment of power, and the importance of thinking across languages
when analysing texts. Key issues addressed include the
complementarity of CDA and PDA, SFL's model of social context (as
register and genre), analysing bilingual texts and bilingual education.
The book fosters appliable linguistics as a dialectic of theory,
description, and practice—supporting Filipino discourse analysts as
they engage with the challenge of giving people access to a range of
tools they can use productively to mean and thereby more successfully
pursue their social goals. As such, it provides a model for researchers
of other languages of how to encourage the analysis of meaning in
texts within and beyond the clause. It is relevant to scholars across the
spectrum of linguistics, particularly those working in Systemic
Functional Linguistics. .


