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Introduction: Encircling the ocean -- Civilization without a center --
Trading rings and tidal empires -- Straits, sultans and treasure fleets
-- Conquered colonies and Iberian ambitions -- Island encounters and
the Spanish lake -- Sea changes and spice islands -- Samurai, priests,
and potentates -- Pirates and raiders of the eastern seas -- Asia,
America, and the age of the galleons -- Navigators of Polynesia and
paradise -- Gods and sky piercers -- Extremities of the Great Southern
Continent -- The world that Canton made -- Flags, treaties, and
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Asia, the Pacific Islands and the coasts of the Americas have long been
studied separately. This essential single-volume history of the Pacific
traces the global interactions and remarkable peoples that have
connected these regions with each other and with Europe and the
Indian Ocean, for millennia. From ancient canoe navigators,
monumental civilisations, pirates and seaborne empires, to the rise of
nuclear testing and global warming, Matt Matsuda ranges across the
frontiers of colonial history, anthropology and Pacific Rim economics
and politics, piecing together a history of the region. The book
identifies and draws together the defining threads and extraordinary
personal narratives which have contributed to this history, showing
how localised contacts and contests have often blossomed into global
struggles over colonialism, tourism and the rise of Asian economies.
Drawing on Asian, Oceanian, European, American, ancient and modern
narratives, the author assembles a fascinating Pacific region from a
truly global perspective.
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By turns wickedly funny and profoundly illuminating, Encounters and
Reflections presents a captivating and unconventional portrait of the
life and works of Seth Benardete. One of the leading scholars of ancient
thought, Benardete here reflects on both the people he knew and the
topics that fascinated him throughout his career in a series of candid,
freewheeling conversations with Robert Berman, Ronna Burger, and
Michael Davis. The first part of the book discloses vignettes about
fellow students, colleagues, and acquaintances of Benardete's who later
became major figures in the academic and intellectual life of twentieth-
century America. We glimpse the student days of Allan Bloom, Stanley
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Rosen, George Steiner, and we discover the life of the mind as lived by
well-known scholars such as David Grene, Jacob Klein, and Benardete's
mentor Leo Strauss. We also encounter a number of other learned,
devoted, and sometimes eccentric luminaries, including T.S. Eliot,
James Baldwin, Werner Jaeger, John Davidson Beazley, and Willard
Quine. In the book's second part, Benardete reflects on his own
intellectual growth and on his ever-evolving understanding of the texts
and ideas he spent a lifetime studying. Revisiting some of his recurrent
themes-among them eros and the beautiful, the city and the law, and
the gods and the human soul-Benardete shares his views on thinkers
such as Plato, Homer, and Heidegger, as well as the relations between
philosophy and science and between Christianity and ancient Roman
thought. Engaging and informative, Encounters and Reflections brings
Benardete's thought to life to enlighten and inspire a new generation of
thinkers.


