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In Senate of the United States, February 9, 1821. Mr. Smith, from the
Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the resolution, "to
inquire into the propriety of so modifying the law punishing piracy, as

to authorize the President of the United States, in such cases as he may
deem expedient, to commute capital punishments for confinement in
penitentiary houses," made the following report .
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Affective states : entanglements, suspensions, suspicions / Mateusz
Laszczkowski and Madeleine Reeves -- Negotiating uncertainty : neo-
liberal statecraft in contemporary Peru / Annabel Pinker and Penny
Harvey -- The fines and the spies : fears of state surveillance in Eritrea
and in the diaspora / David Bozzini -- "Recognize the spie” :
transparency and political power in Uzbek cyberspace / Sarah Kendzior
-- Moral subjectivity and affective deficit in the transitional state : on
claiming land in South Africa / Christiaan Beyers -- "Father Mao" and
the country-family : mixed feelings for fathers, officials, and leaders in
China / Hans Steinmuller -- The turn of the offended : clientelism in
the wake of El Salvador's 2009 elections / Ainhoa Montoya -- Living
from the nerves : deportability, indeterminacy, and the "feel of law" in
migrant Moscow / Madeleine Reeves.

In recent years, political and social theory has been transformed by the
heterogeneous approaches to feeling and emotion jointly referred to as
‘affect theory’. These range from psychological and social-
constructivist approaches to emotion to feminist and post-human
perspectives. Covering a wide spectrum of topics and ethnographic
contexts—from engineering in the Andes to household rituals in rural
China, from South African land restitution to migrant living in Moscow,



and from elections in El Salvador to online and offline surveillance
among political refugees from Uzbekistan and Eritrea—the chapters in
this volume interrogate this ‘affective turn’ through the lens of fine-
grained ethnographies of the state. The volume enhances the
anthropological understanding of the various ways through which the
state comes to be experienced as a visceral presence in social life.



