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Space, Place, and Motion: Locating Confraternities in the Late Medieval
and Early Modern City offers the first sustained comparative
examination of the relationship between confraternal life and the
spaces of the late medieval and early modern city. By considering cities
large (Rome) and small (Aalst) in regions as disparate as Ireland and
Mexico, the essays collected here seek to uncover the commonalities
and differences in confraternal practice as they played out on the urban
stage. From the candlelit oratory to the bustling piazza, from the
hospital ward to the festal table, from the processional route to the
execution grounds, late medieval and early modern cities, this
interdisciplinary book contends, were made up of fluid and contested
‘confraternal spaces.’ Contributors are: Kira Maye Albinsky, Meryl
Bailey, Cormac Begadon, Caroline Blondeau-Morizot, Danielle
Carrabino, Andrew Chen, Ellen Decraene, Laura Dierksmeier, Ellen
Alexandra Dooley, Douglas N. Dow, Anu Mänd, Rebekah Perry, Pamela
A.V. Stewart, Arie van Steensel, and Barbara Wisch.
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Although Rachel Carson’s Silent Spring (1962) is often cited as the
founding text of the U.S. environmental movement, in The Malthusian
Moment Thomas Robertson locates the origins of modern American
environmentalism in twentieth-century adaptations of Thomas Malthus’
s concerns about population growth. For many environmentalists,
managing population growth became the key to unlocking the most
intractable problems facing Americans after World War II—everything
from war and the spread of communism overseas to poverty, race riots,
and suburban sprawl at home. Weaving together the international and
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the domestic in creative new ways, The Malthusian Moment charts the
explosion of Malthusian thinking in the United States from World War I
to Earth Day 1970, then traces the just-as-surprising decline in
concern beginning in the mid-1970's. In addition to offering an
unconventional look at World War II and the Cold War through a
balanced study of the environmental movement’s most contentious
theory, the book sheds new light on some of the big stories of postwar
American life: the rise of consumption, the growth of the federal
government, urban and suburban problems, the civil rights and women’
s movements, the role of scientists in a democracy, new attitudes about
sex and sexuality, and the emergence of the “New Right.”


