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This beautifully written book weaves reflections on anthropological
fieldwork together with evocative meditations on a spectacular
landscape as it takes us to the remote indigenous villages on the shore
of Lake Titicaca, high in the Peruvian Andes. Ben Orlove brings alive the
fishermen, reed cutters, boat builders, and families of this isolated
region, and describes the role that Lake Titicaca has played in their
culture. He describes the landscapes and rhythms of life in the Andean
highlands as he considers the intrusions of modern technology and
economic demands in the region. Lines in the Water tells a local version
of events that are taking place around the world, but with an unusual
outcome: people here have found ways to maintain their cultural
autonomy and to protect their fragile mountain environment. The
Peruvian highlanders have confronted the pressures of modern culture
with remarkable vitality. They use improved boats and gear and sell fish
to new markets but have fiercely opposed efforts to strip them of their
indigenous traditions. They have retained their customary practice of
limiting the amount of fishing and have continued to pass cultural
knowledge from one generation to the next--practices that have
prevented the ecological crises that have followed commercialization of
small-scale fisheries around the world. This book--at once a memoir
and an ethnography--is a personal and compelling account of a
research experience as well as an elegantly written treatise on themes
of global importance. Above all, Orlove reminds us that human
relations with the environment, though constantly changing, can be
sustainable.
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