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In The Reign of Adad-nrr Il , Luis Siddall examines the evidence and
edits new inscriptions from the king’s reign to investigate the
chronology, campaigns, imperial administration and royal ideology of
the period. While historians have typically viewed this period as one of
turmoil, imperial recession, political weakness and decentralisation,
Siddall shows that Adad-nrr’s reign marked a period of imperial
stability, chiefly through changes to the administration. However, while
politically successful, the imperial policy affected the king's ideological
expression, particularly in terms of the description of the campaigns in
Adad-nrr's inscriptions and his limited use of royal titles. \'Scholars
working on the Neo-Assyrian period cannot afford to miss Siddall's
fresh assessment of the evidence for Adad-nirari's reign. He offers a
re-evaluation of several texts but perhaps more importantly, he
proposes a few methodological innovations that shed new light on the
history of Assyria in the 9th century.\' Bill T. Arnold (Asbury
Theological Seminary)



