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Best known today as the author of Don Quixote-one of the most

beloved and widely read novels in the Western tradition-Miguel de
Cervantes Saavedra (1547-1616) was a poet and a playwright as well.
After some early successes on the Madrid stage in the 1580's, his
theatrical career was interrupted by other literary efforts. Yet, eager to
prove himself as a playwright, shortly before his death he published a
collection of his later plays before they were ever performed. With their
depiction of captives in North Africa and at the Ottoman court, two of
these, "The Bagnios of Algiers" and "The Great Sultana," draw heavily on
Cervantes's own experiences as a captive, and echo important episodes
in Don Quixote. They are set in a Mediterranean world where Spain and
its Muslim neighbors clashed repeatedly while still remaining in close
contact, with merchants, exiles, captives, soldiers, and renegades
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frequently crossing between the two sides. The plays provide revealing
insights into Spain's complex perception of the world of Mediterranean
Islam. Despite their considerable literary and historical interest, these
two plays have never before been translated into English. This edition
presents them along with an introductory essay that places them in the
context of Cervantes's drama, the early modern stage, and the political
and cultural relations between Christianity and Islam in the early
modern period.
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This monograph describes the directions of the structural evolution of
the peripheral part of the auditory system in representatives of
different ecological groups of mammals. Special attention is paid to the
least studied orders of marine mammals (pinnipeds, cetaceans), being
of great interest both with regards to the echolocating abilities in
dolphins and the influence of the aquatic environment on the
development of morphological adaptations in the structure of the
outer, middle and inner ears. Undertaken for the first time, a
comparative embryological study of the peripheral part of the auditory
system in marine mammals allowed the author to reveal the
developmental pattern of the auditory and equilibrium organs in
animals with a different auditory specialization. The influence of
ecological factors on the adaptive trait development in the structural
organization of the outer, middle and inner ears in semi-aquatic and
aquatic species is discussed. The book is illustrated with a large
number of high-quality micro-photos. Other volumes in the Russian
Academic Monographs series: - Terrestrial Paleoecology and Global
Change, Russian Academic Monographs, No 1 ISBN 978-954-642-
153-7 (2003) Author: V.A. Krassilov - Fish and Dolphin Swimming,
Russian Academic Monographs, No 2 ISBN 978-954-642-150-2
(2002); Author: E.V. Romanenko - Analytical Methods in Nonlinear
Wave Theory, Russian Academic Monographs 3 ISBN 978-954-642-
248-7 (2005) Author: I.A. Molotkov - Riccati Equations, Russian
Academic Monographs 5 ISBN 978-954-642-296-5 (2007); Author: A.
I. Egorov Available through our partner publisher Pensoft (www.pensoft.
net).



