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The Arabic grammatical tradition is one of the great traditions in the
history of linguistics, yet it is also one that is comparatively unknown to
modern western linguistics. The purpose of the present book is to
provide an introduction to this grammatical tradition not merely by
summarizing it, but by putting it into a perspective that will make it
accessible to any linguist trained in the western tradition. The reader
should not by put off by the word 'medieval': Arabic grammatical theory
shares a number of fundamental similarities with modern linguistic
theory. Indeed, one might argue that


