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Catadioptric telescopes (CATs) such as the Schmidt Cassegrains remain
popular among amateur astronomers for their ability to reveal
thousands of beautiful deep-space wonders. Additionally, their
computer-assisted capabilities allow them to automatically point to and
track celestial objects, making astronomy accessible to more people
than ever before. However, selecting the right one and learning how to
use it can be difficult for stargazers both old and new. That’s where
this book comes in. The first edition, published in 2009, has remained
the standard reference for mastering these popular instruments. This
revised edition brings the material completely up to date, with several
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extensively rewritten chapters covering the most recent developments
in telescope and camera equipment as well as computer software.
Through the author’s 45 years of experience with catadioptric
telescopes, readers will learn to decide which catadioptric telescope is
right for them, to choose a specific make and model, and finally, to use
the telescope in the field. Covered in other chapters are: Solar System
and deep-sky observations; astrophotography and computer control of
CATs; and troubleshooting and maintaining your equipment. If you
dream of owning a telescope or are frustrated by the telescope you
already own, this is the book for you!


