
UNINA9900031489004033211. Record Nr.

Titolo Gli orfani della ragione : Illuminismo e Nuova Sinistra in America / Piero
Bairati

Pubbl/distr/stampa Firenze : Sansoni, \c\\1975

Descrizione fisica 246 p. ; 20 cm

Collana Saggi Sansoni ; 32

Disciplina 19200
19310
19520
F/1.221

Locazione SE
S

Collocazione 19200 BAI

Lingua di pubblicazione Italiano

Formato

Livello bibliografico

Materiale a stampa

Monografia



UNINA99107799743033212. Record Nr.

Titolo Distorted bodies and suffering souls [[electronic resource] ] : women in
Australian fiction, 1984-1994 / / Chantal Kwast-Greff

Pubbl/distr/stampa Amsterdam ; ; New York, : Rodopi, 2013

ISBN 94-012-0928-6

Descrizione fisica 1 online resource (337 p.)

Collana Cross / cultures ; ; 160

Disciplina 823.9140992870994

Soggetti Australian fiction - Women authors - History and criticism
Anorexia nervosa in literature
Infanticide in literature
Self-mutilation in literature
Women in literature

Lingua di pubblicazione Inglese

Formato

Livello bibliografico

Note generali Description based upon print version of record.

Nota di bibliografia

Nota di contenuto

Includes bibliographical references (p. [297]-308) and index.

Sommario/riassunto

Preliminary Material -- “Women are Not Maniacs by Nature”: Of
Patriarchy, Colonization, and the Church. A Complex Web of Systematic
Oppression. Beauty and the Beast -- Fathers and Husbands: Of Power
and Contempt. Big Bad Wolves and Sex. Virgins. Baddies and Daddies.
Mothers. Daughters. Incest -- Victims: The Other and the Self: A
Conclusion of Sorts. Women, Victims of Themselves -- Suffering Souls
and Distorted Bodies: Of Dolls, Puppets, and Masters and Slaves.
Dream-Paradise. Private Ceremonies and Rituals. Saints, Angels and
Food. Wrist-Cutters and Others. Wounds and Blood and Baby-Killers --
Unacceptable Behaviours and Their Cures: Unacceptable Behaviours –
Says Who? Cures: The Good Fuck and Pull Up Your Socks. Doctors and
Hospital. And Patriarchy. -- Women Write About Women: About Writing
Madness. Text and Manipulations. Langage and Voice, Frames and
Boxes. The Mirror and the text. Écriture féminine -- A Risky Business:
Of Puppets and Puppet-Masters. Writers with a Mission -- Writing: Mad
Women in Australia Today -- Women Who Fight Win. Eventually. It is
Good to Be a Woman -- Works Cited -- Index.
Chaos. Pain. Self-mutilation. Women starve themselves. They burn or
slash their own flesh or their babies’ throats, and slam their newborns

Autore Kwast-Greff Chantal

Materiale a stampa

Monografia



against walls. Their bodies are the canvases on which the suffering of
the soul carves itself with knife and razor. In Australian fiction written
by women between 1984 and 1994, female characters inscribe their
inner chaos on their bodies to exert whatever power they have over
themselves. Their self-inflicted pain is both reaction and language, the
bodily sign not only of their enfeeblement but also to a certain extent
of their empowerment, of themselves and their world. The texts
considered in this book – chiefly by Margaret Coombs, Kate Grenville,
Fiona Place, Penelope Rowe, Leone Sperling, and Amy Witting – function
as both defiance and ac¬ceptance of prevailing discourses of femininity
and patriarchy, between submission and a possible future. The
narratives of anorexia, bulimia, fatness, self-mutilation, incest, and
murder shock the reader into an understanding of deeper meanings of
body and soul, and prompt a tentative interpretation of fiction in
relation to the world of ‘real’ women and men in contemporary (white)
Australia. This is affective literature with the reader in voyeuristic
complicity. Holding up the mirror of fiction, the women writers act
perforce as a social lever, their narratives as Bildungsromane . But there
is a risk, that of reinforcing stereotypes and codes of conduct which,
supposedly long gone, still represent women as victims. Why are the
female characters (self-)destroyers and victims? Why are they not
heroes, saviours or conquerors? If women read about women /
themselves and feel pity for the Other they read about, they will also
feel pity for themselves: there is little happiness in being a woman. But
infanticide and distorting the body are problem-solving behaviours. In
truth, the bodies of the female characters bear the marks and scars of
the history of their mothers and the history of their grandmothers –
indeed, that of their own: the history of survivors.


