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The Market in Babies tells the history of adoption in Australia from its
beginnings in the 19th century to its decline at the beginning of the
21st. In the early years, supply outstripped demand; needy children
were hard to place. In the mid-20th century, demand and supply grew
together with adoption presented as the perfect solution to two social
problems - infertility and illegitimacy. Supply declined in the 1970s,

and demand turned to new global markets. Now these markets are
closing, but technology provides new opportunities, and Australians are
acquiring babies through the surrogacy marke



