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Winner of the 2018 Josef IJsewijn Prize for Best Book on a Neo-Latin
Topic Although many humanists, from Petrarch to Fulvio Orsini, had
written briefly about library history, the De bibliothecis of Justus Lipsius
was the first self-contained monograph on the topic. The De
bibliothecis proved to be a seminal achievement, both in redefining the
scope of library history and in articulating a vision of a public, secular,
research institution for the humanities. It was repeatedly reprinted and
translated, plagiarized and epitomized. Through the end of the
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substantial historical commentary.
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