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This volume presents recent research achievements concerning the
molecular genetic basis of agronomic traits in rice. Rice (Oryza sativa
L.) is the most important food crop in the world, being a staple food for
more than half of the world's population. Recent improvements in living
standards have increased the worldwide demand for high-yielding and
high-quality rice cultivars. To achieve improved agricultural
performance in rice, while overcoming the challenges presented by
climate change, it is essential to understand the molecular basis of
agronomically important traits. Recently developed techniques in
molecular biology, especially in genomics and other related omics
fields, can reveal the complex molecular mechanisms involved in the
control of agronomic traits. As rice was the first crop genome to be
sequenced, in 2004, molecular research tools for rice are well-
established, and further molecular studies will enable the development
of novel rice cultivars with superior agronomic performance.
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Like every child in Is-Land, all Astra Ordott wants is to have her
Security Shot, do her National Service and defend her Gaian homeland
from Non-Lander "infiltrators." But when one of her Shelter mothers,
the formidable Dr Hokma Blesser, tells her the shot will limit her
chances of becoming a scientist and offers her an alternative, Astra
agrees to her plan.When the orphaned Lil arrives to share Astra's home,
Astra is torn between jealousy and fascination. Lil's father taught her
some alarming ideas about Is-Land and the world, but when she
pushes Astra too far, the heartache that results goes far beyond the
loss of a friend.If she is to survive, Astra must learn to deal with
devastating truths about Is-Land, Non-Land and the secret web of
adult relationships that surrounds her.



