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"The Celluloid Specimen examines twentieth-century behaviorist films
that captured animal experiments, revealing the central role of cinema
in generating psychosocial definitions of species, race, identity, and
culture that continue to shape our contemporary political and scientific
discourses. BenjamiI¹n Schultz-Figueroa analyzes rarely seen archival
films made by Robert Yerkes in the 1930s at the first experimental
primate colonies in North America, the rat films made to simulate
human society at Yale University in the 1930s and 1940s, and the
promotional films made by B.F. Skinner to sell the U.S. military on his
design for a pigeon-guided missile during World War II. These
laboratory films have long been categorized as passive recordings of
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scientific research, but when examined in their own right, they become
rich historical, political, and aesthetic texts that played a crucial role in
the history of science"


