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Borderline Citizens explores the intersection of US colonial power and
Puerto Rican migration. Robert C. McGreevey examines a series of
confrontations in the early decades of the twentieth century between
colonial migrants seeking work and citizenship in the metropole and
various groups-employers, colonial officials, court officers, and labor
leaders-policing the borders of the US economy and polity. Borderline
Citizens deftly shows the dynamic and contested meaning of American
citizenship.At a time when colonial officials sought to limit citizenship
through the definition of Puerto Rico as a US territory, Puerto Ricans
tested the boundaries of colonial law when they migrated to California,
Arizona, New York, and other states on the mainland. The conflicts and
legal challenges created when Puerto Ricans migrated to the US
mainland thus serve, McGreevey argues, as essential, if overlooked,
evidence crucial to understanding U.S. empire and citizenship.
McGreevey demonstrates the value of an imperial approach to the
history of migration. Drawing attention to the legal claims migrants
made on the mainland, he highlights the agency of Puerto Rican
migrants and the efficacy of their efforts to find an economic, political,
and legal home in the United States. At the same time, Borderline
Citizens demonstrates how colonial institutions shaped migration
streams through a series of changing colonial legal categories that
tracked alongside corporate and government demands for labor
mobility. McGreevey describes a history shaped as much by the force of
US power overseas as by the claims of colonial migrants within the
United States.



