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An examination of the nature and virtuousness of loyalty and of some
of its primary associations: friends, families, organizations,
professions, nations, countries (patriotism), and religion (absolute
loyalty). Loyalty is distinguished from its cognates and contrasts, its



role in human associative life is articulated, and its status as a virtue is
defended. The particularist-universalist debate is addressed, the idea
of a loyal opposition explored, and its limits defined.



