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This Open Access edited collection calls for a greater understanding of
‘the local’ within the ways the arts, culture and creative practices are
governed, promoted, regulated, resourced and valued. Cultural policy
studies tends to privilege the national (and international) as the primary
site at which cultural policy is enacted, and focuses on the ‘local’ as a
case study of practice, rather than a site of policy in its own right. While
this may make global policy transfer manageable for national policy
agencies, it ignores the contingent relationships, diverse geographies
and distinct identities of localities. This volume addresses this gap and
is structured around three themes: disciplining the local, which
examines key concepts from different academic fields of study;
managing the local, which identifies policy approaches that engage
with the idea of ‘the local’ in different ways; and practising the local,
which offers case studies of how ‘local’ cultural policiesare being
enacted in places of differing scale and geography.
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