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"The biblical story of King David has been interpreted in many different
ways, arising from the variety of methods used in and the intended
objectives of the studies: Does the narrative contain insight into and
information about the early history of the Judean monarchy, or is it
merely a legendary tale about a distant past? Can we identify the story's
literary genre, its sociohistorical setting, and the intention of its author
(s)? Is an appreciation for the wonderful literary qualities of the story
compatible with a literary-critical investigation of the narrative's
compositional and text-critical history?" "John Van Seters reviews past
scholarship on the David story and in the course of doing so unravels
the history of these questions and then presents an extended appraisal
of the debate about the social and historical context of the biblical
story. From this critical foundation, Van Seters proceeds to offering a
detailed literary analysis of the story of David from his rise to power
under Saul to his ultimate succession by Solomon"--Jacket.
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This study revisits one of the most extensive examples of the spread of
ideas in the history of civilization: the diffusion of Indian religious and
political ideas to Southeast Asia before the advent of Islam and
European colonialism. Hindu and Buddhist concepts and symbols of
kingship and statecraft helped to legitimize Southeast Asian rulers, and
transform the political institutions and authority of Southeast Asia. But
the process of this diffusion was not accompanied by imperialism,
political hegemony, or "colonization" as conventionally understood.
This book investigates different explanations of the spread of Indian
ideas offered by scholars, including why and how it occurred and what
were its key political and institutional outcomes. It challenges the view
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that strategic competition is a recurring phenomenon when civilizations
encounter each other.


